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There is a real need to better understand where and when nature delivers benefits in cities, according to a new study in
Nature Sustainability. Photo: N. Ryrholm/Azote

URBAN NATURE AND HUMAN WELL-BEING

Context is key

When it comes to efforts to improve health and well-being of city-

dwellers, same approach can have varying effects in different areas and
with different groups of people
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For example, street trees can
either improve or degrade local
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CC air quality in cities, depending on
where they're planted relative to
sources of pollution. Rain
gardens and stormwater retention
devices work differently in cities
with separated versus combined
sewer systems 99

Lead author Bonnie Keeler

The authors summarized their findings in a series of research
briefs, included as supplemental materials, designed to be used
by practitioners interested in implementing nature-based
solutions in their cities.

“The emphasis on practical guidance for planners and policy-
makers makes this contribution unique” explains Keeler, “in
addition to an academic summary, we included short reviews for
each service designed illustrate the practical implications of the
latest research”.

Equity is important

Equity also plays a critical role in determining where to
implement nature-based solutions.

"Historically, urban nature has been deployed in ways that
privileges some residents over others, leading to big
discrepancies in terms of who benefits from urban nature.” says
Keeler. The authors emphasize the importance of considering

social context, cultural preferences, and community voices in the

prioritization and planning of urban nature.

This emphasis on a tailored, local approach that considers
multiple factors is different from what has been done in the past.
Instead of focusing on single goals like mitigating air pollution or
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Revitalizing for whom?

Questions remain
whether greening of
cities actually leads to
social inclusiveness.
Researchers suggest
six prerequisites for
change
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reducing carbon emissions, this synthesis suggests that city
planners could benefit from investing in understanding the
diverse contributions nature provides to people across all
contexts in their particular city.

The researchers also call for more urban ecosystem services
studies be done in the Global South and in lower-income
countries, to add essential contexts that are currently missing in
the current body of research. With this knowledge, leaders can
make strategic decisions that deliver the greatest impact,
maximizing nature’s value where it matters most.

— £ &

Actidns Versus substitutes

Value Co-benefits ++

Equity Disservices ——

Actions lead to changes in the value of urban ecosystem
services, defined by a change in human well-being, which may
be different for different groups of people, hence the importance
of considering equity.

Topics: Urban planning & development Urban ecosystems
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Context is key

When it comes to efforts to improve
health and well-being of city-
dwellers, same approach can have
varying effects in different areas
and with different groups of people
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Biodiversity vs. poverty

alleviation, or can we have
both?

New study highlights an approach
for balancing poverty alleviation
and biodiversity conservation
efforts
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The planetary health diet

New Lancet report demonstrates
why diet and food production must
radically change to improve health
and avoid potentially catastrophic
damage to the planet
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Modeling the seafood market
puzzle

New fishery model reveals the
need to manage relationships

between market influences,
whether it is local or global
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Model behaviour

Mathematical models are essential
in the quest to better understand
the human impact on the world’s
ecosystems. Lake Victoria may
hold the cues

RESEARCH NEWS | 2019-01-14
A friend and a foe

Amid global environmental change,
water becomes both the victim and
the instigator for irreversible
damage
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